ermantnt  IJealitits  of  IfoUgion,  anli 

lloligifltts  Interest. 


A 


SERMON. 


B  Y 

F.  D.  HUNTINGTON,  H.  D. 

PREACHER  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY  AT  CAMBRIDGE. 


\ 

“  Sin-laden  and  guilty  men :  the  end  of  all  the  Christian  ministry  is  to  say  that  out  with 
power — ‘Behold  the  Lamb  of  God!’ — When  we  believe  that  the  sacrifice  of  that  Lamb  meaiit 
love  to  us,  our  hearts  are  lightened  of  their  load ;  the  past  becomes  as  notliing,— life  begins 
afresh.”— F.  W.  Robertson. 


BOSTON: 

PUBLISHED  BY  GOULD  AND  LINCOLN, 

59  WASHINGTON  STREET 

1  8  5  8. 


/ 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1858,  by 
GOULD  AND  LINCOLN, 

In  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  District  of  Massachusetts. 


PERMANENT  REALITIES  OF  RELIGION 


'AND  THE 


PRESENT  RELIGIOUS  INTEREST. 


y 


NOTE. 

The  following  sermon  was  preached  in  the  chapel  of  Harvard  College, 
on  the  morning  and  afternoon  of  April  11,  and  in  the  Bedford  Street 
Church,  in  Boston,  on  the  evening  of  Fast  Day,  April  15.  It  is  now,  with 
a  few  additions,  given  to  the  public,  for  the  Truth’s  sake.  I  must  record 
upon  it  a  respectful  and  atfectionate  acknowledgment  to  the  students  of  the 
college,  who  received  it  with  even  more  than  their  usual  attention,  many 
of  whom  have  asked  for  its  publication,  and  whose  uniform  candor  makes 
it  a  privilege  to  be  their  minister.  May  they  be  all  “  taught  of  God,” 
and  “  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.”  “  This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent.” 

F.  D.  H. 


SERMON. 


Isaiah  lv.  6,  7. 

“  SEEK  YE  THE  LORD  WHILE  HE  MAT  BE  FOUND,  CALL  YE  UPON  HIM  WHILE  HE 
IS  NEAR  ;  LET  THE  WICKED  FORSAKE  HIS  WAY,  AND  THE  UNRIGHTEOUS  MAN  HIS 
THOUGHTS  :  AND  LET  HIM  RETURN  UNTO  THE  LORD,  AND  HE  AVILL  HAVE  MERCY 
UPON  HIM  ;  AND  TO  OUR  GOD  ;  FOR  HE  WILL  ABUNDANTLY  PARDON.” 


To  a  singular  degree,  the  history  of  religion  is  also 
a  history  of  the  power  of  names.  Once,  names,  if  they 
are  really  names,  have  things  corresponding  to  them ; 
and  the  existence  of  the  thing  accounts  for  the  name. 
So  long  as  this  correspondence  continues, — the  actual 
name  standing  clearly  for  the  fact,  and  the  same  fact 
being  always  pointed  to  by  the  name, — so  long  all 
goes  w^ell;  language  fulfils  its  designed  office  as  a 
sign  of  realities,  and  as  a  medium,  or  currency,  for 
thought;  men  are  mutually  helped  and  enlightened 
by  it ;  science  finds  it  a  safe  instrument ;  instruction 
and  debate  become  possible ;  knowdedge  is  increased. 
So  that,  sometimes,  hardly  any  better  benefit  can  be 
conferred  on  a  thing  than  to  get  a  good,  true  name  for 
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it.  Many  a  great  cause  has  been  signally  advanced, 

/ 

has  virtually  conquered,  'when  some  genius  in  states¬ 
manship,  in  reform,  in  letters,  has  penetrated  to  its 
core,  and  named  it. 

In  other  cases  this  natural  relation  is  broken  ; 
either  the  thing  is  found  without  the  name,  or  the 
name  without  the  thing,  or  names  are  transposed  and 
applied  to  the  wrong  objects.  Then  arise  discussions 
that  yield  less  light,  and  are  farther  from  the  heart  of 
the  matter;  then  come  confusion  and  verbiage,  an 
unprofitable  attention  to  the  letter  that  killeth,  rather 
than  the  spirit  that  giveth  life.  Then  come  the  vexed 
interpretations  of  instruments,  questions  of  a  consti¬ 
tution,  with  a  party  for  each,  an  age  of  controversy, 
dogmatism,  appeals  to  documents  and  lexicons ;  com¬ 
mentary  upon  commentary, — much  of  it  necessary, 
perhaps, — and  then,  sometimes,  an  age  of  mere  cant,  and 
formality,  and  ventriloquism,  which  are  not  necessary  at 
all ;  and  men  are  gettmg  farther  and  farther  away  from 
the  substance  and  soul  they  started  from.  We  feel 
then  what  Dr.  South  calls,  in  the  title  of  a  celebrated 
sermon,  “  the  fatal  imposture  and  force  of  words.’' 
This  had  begun  so  early  in  the  Christian  church  as 
the  time  of  Paul,  who  evidently  had  a  lively  sense  of 
the  evil,  repeatedly  warning  Timothy  against  dis- 
putings  and  dotings  about  questions  and  strifes  of 
words,  which  minister  no  edifying  and  are  to  no  profit, 
but  subvert  the  hearers  ;  and  so,  it  need  not  be  added, 
it  has  continued  to  this  day. 
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Religion  is  not  wholly  peculiar  in  this  respect; 
other  great  human  interests  have  had  to  suffer  in  the 
same  way,  for  the  error  is  not  in  a  particular  subject, 
but  in  human  nature  ;  it  is  the  resort  of  a  superficial 
or  less  earnest  mood,  taking  refuge  from  moral  or 
intellectual  dissatisfaction  in  phrases,  or  feeding  empti¬ 
ness  of  feeling  on  husks.  Only  you  notice  that  where 
the  interests  involved  are  most  palpable  to  sense,  there 
the  mere  name  has  least  control.  Commerce  suffers 
comparatively  little  in  that  way ;  yet  there  are  in¬ 
stances  of  it  even  there.  Men  have  been  kept  from 
great  enterprises,  great  gains,  by  the  power  of  names 
alone ;  refusing  to  colonize  fruitful  lands,  refusing  to 
admit  new  discoveries  of  vast  material  productiveness, 
refusing  to  embark  in  prosperous  ventures,  for  no 
other  reason.  So  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  trade 
have  been  kept  back.  Yet,  generally,  the  plainer  the 
profit  the  less  hinderance  from  a  name.  When  we 
come  to  the  region  of  feeling,  and  of  ideas,  or  of  the 
influence  of  a  welfare  that  is  either  spiritual,  within, 
out  of  the  sight  of  the  senses,  or  in  the  future,  the 
name  will  he  relatively  more  effective,  just  because 
the  thing  is  less  so.  And  when  you  tell  men  to  stop 
doing  wrong,  and  begin  to  do  right,  to  put  off  their 
hardness  and  selfishness,  and  live  like  children  of  God, 
to  get  them  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit,  some  of 
them  will  tell  you,  perhaps.  No,  they  shall  not  do 
that,  because  that  would  be  a  “  Revival  of  Religion  I 
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I.  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call 
ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near :  let  the  wicked  forsake 
his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts :  and 
let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  him ;  and  to  our  God ;  for  he  will  abundantly 
pardon.” 

Commonly  those  sentences,  read  as  the  text  of  a 
sermon,  might  convey  no  other  than  their  direct 
meaning, — their  simple  contents ;  and  certainly  lan¬ 
guage  was  never  written  in  a  more  direct  or  simple 
sense.  Used  so  now,  they  very  likely  associate  with 
them  the  thought  of  a  particular  religious  movement, 
acting  through  the  community ;  and  in  their  associa¬ 
tion  with  that  movement,  according  to  the  view  taken 
of  it  by  two  classes  of  persons,  meet  a  furtherance  or 
a  hinderance  to  their  natural  impression.  Here  are 
preached  two  duties, — repentance  and  reformation. 
Men  are  bidden,  by  one  of  the  Lord’s  Prophets,  by 
one  of  the  great  thinkers  and  reformers  of  history,  as 
from  the  Lord  himself,  and  for  the  sake  of  their  own 
good,  to  come  back  from  the  way  of  iniquity  to  the 
way  of  religious  integrity;  to  pass  from  a  state  of 
self-seeking  to  a  seeking  after  God ;  to  repent  of  sin, 
and  be  forgiven  for  it.  Of  course  the  ability  is 
implied,  goes  with  the  duty,  measures  the  obligation. 
If  anybody  is  unable,  the  call  is  not  for  him ;  and  if 
the  disability  is  general,  the  whole  message  is  void, 
and  can  only  return  to  heaven ;  which,  in  the  same 
passage  with  the  text,  God  promises  his  “  word  ”  shall 
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not  do,  but  rather  refresh  the  earth,  like  rain.  But 
beyond  this,  to  some  persons  the  words  will  have 
more  power  now,  to  others,  if  not  less  force,  less 
acceptance  now,  for  the  reason  just  given.  We  can¬ 
not  well  afford  much  time  to  a  mere  criticism  on  either 
side  of  a  temporary  attitude  of  a  great  truth ;  but  it 
lies  in  the  way,  and  it  is  a  proper  subject  for  unpreju¬ 
diced  examination.  Instead,  therefore,  of  taking  up 
with  a  mere  name  “  Bevival,”  which  name  may  pos¬ 
sibly,  here  or  there,  have  become  unrelated  to  the 
essential  thing,  or  artificially  colored  by  the  accesso¬ 
ries,  let  us,  at  the  outset,  try  to  look  in  on  the 
substantial  facts,  which  for  Truth’s  sake  we  ought  to 
see,  and  seeing,  revere. 

The  first  of  them  is  that  to  have  the  feeling  of  God, 
and  the  feeling  of  being  his  affectionate  and  obedient 
child,  awakened,  made  alive,  in  any  human  heart,  is  a 
good.  I  say  it  is  a  good.  But  you  tacitly  reply  at 
once,  that  this  is  not  all,  not  enough.  You  say.  That 
is  a  very  tame  expression.  Claiming  to  have  it,  or  not 
claiming  to  have  it  m  yourself,  you  say.  It  must  be 
more  than  that.  It  is  an  unspeakable  good,  or  none. 
It  is  the  one  good  of  life.  It  is  so  vast  and  deep,  and 
wide,  and  beautiful,  and  comforting,  and  satisfying  a 
good,  that  no  other  good  deserves  to  be  mentioned  in 
comparison.  Like  Him  who  comes  to  embody  and 
open  its  glory  on  the  world,  it  is  “  the  desire  of  all 
nations.”  Whatever  difficulties  there  may  be  in 
reaching  it,  whatever  ignorance  in  seekuig,  whatever 
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obstacles  from  passion,  pride,  or  sense,  or  a  fickle  will, 
it  is  all  that.  And  if  it  is  all  that  for  one  person,  it 
cannot  be  less  for  many.  The  more  hearts  it  comes  to, 
possesses  and  fills,  the  greater  the  good.  The  sooner 
it  comes,  still  the  greater  the  good.  Let  the  way  be 
what  it  will, — pass  that  by, — we  shall  consider  that 
presently, — the  result  is  infinitely  desirable ;  to  have 
the  habitual  feeling  of  God,  our  Father,  and  of  living 
as  his  affectionate,  obedient  child.  “  Seek  ye  the 
Lord.” 

Come  to  the  second  fact :  this  feeling  is  to  be  had, 
because,  secondly,  God  is  with  us.  He  is  not  far  off, 
and  never  is.  His  presence  is  perpetual,  universal. 
Am  I  to  stand  here  to  urge  the  Omnipresence  of  God  ] 
We  may  be  far  off;  he  is  not.  He  abides  and  follows 
after.  He  remains  and  accompanies.  He  besets  us 
behind  and  before,  goes  with  us,  and  waits  for  us  where 
we  are  going,  lays  his  invisible  hand  upon  us, — and 
whither  shall  we  flee  from  that  presence  ?  He  dwells 
in  all  our  houses,  always  has,  always  will,  and  when 
we  are  carried  out  of  them  not  long  hence,  to  be  buried, 
he  will  continue  there.  He  is  in  this  house,  but  not 
less  in  any  other  house,  this  moment.  If  we  are  get¬ 
ting  ready  an  answer  to  his  voice,  “  Go  work  to-day  in 
my  vineyard,”  he  knows  what  the  answer  is,  and  how 
much  it  is  worth.  If  we  are  silently  apologizing,  he 
weighs  the  excuse,  in  as  just  a  balance  as  if  we  did  it 
aloud.  If  we  are  bracing  up  our  minds,  because  it  is 
uncomfortable  to  feel  self-accused,  and  we  want  to  go 
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on  in  the  old,  careless,  indulgent  way,  this  also  he 
sees.  If  when  we  go  away  we  turn  aside  the  edge  of 
his  truth,  so  mercifully  sharp, — that  searching  “sword 
of  the  spirit,”  because  it  hurts  our  bosom  sin,  or  threat¬ 
ens  to  cut  into  some  pleasant,  wicked  habit, — if  w^e 
turn  it  aside  by  raising  foreign  questions,  or  finding 
fault  with  other  people’s  way  of  acting,  or  fitting  the 
Divine  word  to  some  neighbor’s  conscience, — that  is 
seen  by  him  who  sees  the  thoughts  when  most  anx¬ 
iously  concealed.  What  a  boundless  blessing, — when 
we  are  so  easily  swayed  by  custom,  so  pliant  to  fashion, 
when  we  have  so  many  tricks  for  deceiving  each  other 
and  ourselves,  and  so  often  succeed,  or  are  succeeded 
with,  in  that  destructive  business, — that  there  is  One 
undeceivable,  One  always  knowing  us,  One  always  true, 
to  warn  us  from  the  most  disguised  and  subtle  sin ! 
When  we  turn  to  Him  he  is  found.  When  we  call 
on  Him,  he  is  near.  This  is  the  second  fact,  the  second 
element  in  the  reality  of  the  case.  And  to  feel  this 
also,  we  shall  agree,  is  an  incomparable  good. 

The  third  fact  is,  that  in  very  many  of  us  the  feeling 
has  not  been  so,  but  fearfully  otherwise.  There  is  a 
Past,  and  it  has  its  record.  No  man  can  read  it  for 
another ;  but  there  is  one  reader  of  it,  a  conscience,  in 
our  own  breasts,  that  is  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  any 
person  outside  on  earth.  What  is  to  be  done  about 
that  Past'?  If  there  were  no  memory,  and  no  law 
connecting  past  and  present  and  future,  making  each 
of  them  dependent  on  the  foregoing,  we  could  dispose 
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of  it.  As  it  is,  we  are  aware  of  it,  inevitably.  We  see 
it  has  been  wrong,  bad,  foolish, — perhaps  so  self- 
absorbed  and  prayerless  as  to  be  properly  called 
“without  God  in  the  world.”  The  thought  of  Him, 
to  some  of  us,  has  not  been  welcome,  or  if  we  have 
made  it  tolerable,  it  has  been  only  by  trying  to  make 
Him  such  an  one  as  ourselves,  not  like  himself,  leni¬ 
ent,  not  holy ;  indulgent,  not  consistent, — goodness 
yielding  even  in  the  high  spirit  of  the  Almighty.  For 
a  Past  like  this  what  will  be  the  best  ]  Will  it  not  be 
forgiveness  ]  Both  an  escape  out  of  it,  and  out  of  the 
burdened  feeling  of  it  1  A  free,  relieved,  joyful  mind  % 
Another  part  of  the  reality  of  a  new  life :  the  New 
Testament  full  of  it :  Christianity  making  it  its 
peculiar  truth :  thousands  and  thousands  in  grateful 
confession,  in  song  and  praise,  in  volumes  and  in  secret 
whispers,  Christendom  through,  in  all  ages,  telling  of 
that  reality :  “  to  the  Lord,  for  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly 
pardon.” 

The  state  of  mind  that  leads  to  this  is  repentance, — 
a  fourth  great  good.  But  the  essence  of  repentance  is 
sorrow, — sorrow  for  our  sin.  Sorrow  is  painful,  and 
we  shrink  from  pain  ;  we  avoid  it.  To  those  that  have 
not  felt  the  evil  that  repentance  cures, — how  dark  and 
bitter  a  thing  it  is  to  be  away  from  God,  homeless, 
fatherless,  an  orphan,  and  made  so  by  selfish  ingrati¬ 
tude, — to  those  it  will  not  seem  a  good.  It  is  a  good 
only  to  those  who  feel  the  evil  it  delivers  them  from — 
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the  nobler  peace  it  brings  them  to.  We  know  there  is 
one  thing  worse  than  pain ;  the  painless  disease  that 
kills ;  the  slow,  insidious,  fatal  malady  that  eats  away 
the  springs  and  energies  of  life,  without  giving  the 
warnings  of  bodily  distress.  To  stop  that,  to  heal  that, 
we  gladly  go  in  search  of  pain.  We  tell  the  surgeon 
to  hurt  us  that  we  may  live.  Physical  vitality  is  often 
undermined  unconsciously.  To  avert  that  process  by 
a  pang,  by  a  period  of  needful  and  saving  agony,  we 
account  a  blessing.  After  the  first  stages  of  suffoca¬ 
tion,  the  drowning,  on  their  own  testimony,  pass  into 
a  state  of  insensibility  to  suffering,  or  even,  as  many 
maintain,  of  positive  and  exquisite  pleasure.  Adam 
Clarke,  who  went  through  it,  says,  in  his  autobio¬ 
graphy,  it  was  like  being  borne  gently  through  the 
most  luxurious  tropical  verdure, — the  keenest  enjoy¬ 
ment.  And  when  this  swift,  easy  passage  to  destruc- 
^  tion  is  interrupted,  and  friendship  applies  restoratives, 
there  are  spasms,  tortures ;  the  sufferer  begs  to  be  let 
alone,  to  die.  It  is  not  otherwise  with  the  spiritual 
sensibilities.  It  is  their  coming  back  from  death  to 
life  that  makes  distress.  But  no  wise  man,  only  the 
demented  man,  regrets  that  distress.  Paul,  with  his 
singular  exactness  of  expression,  says  that  the  sorrow 
that  is  unto  life,  the  price  of  living  forever,  needeth 
not  to  be  repented  of,  not  to  be  sorrowed  for.  The 
pain  that  rescues  life  is  a  good. 

Another  element  to  be  taken  into  view  is  the  sym¬ 
pathetic  nature  of  man,— another  good.  So  far  as  we 
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have  now  gone,  the  religious  work  might  proceed  in 
the  separate  individual, — for  he  could,  in  a  degree, 
though  a  fainter  one,  feel  his  relation  to  his  God,  feel 
the  direct  action  of  God’s  spirit,  and  the  power  of  the 
love  that  forgives,  alone.  But  nature  has  not  consti¬ 
tuted  us  for  constant  solitude :  all  our  practical  senti¬ 
ments  gain  something  by  being  shared.  In  some 
natures  they  gain  immensely,  and  can  do  little  without 
In  others  they  are  quickened,  revived.  Beligion, 
especially  Christianity,  whose  entire  principle  is  Love, 
has  always  been  prompt  to  avail  itself  of  this  natural 
helper.  Every  meeting  for  devotion  is  an  example  of 
it.  Every  house  built  for  a  congregation  of  worship¬ 
pers  is  a  monument  to  it. 

The  living  church  itself,  the  repository  of  Christian 
truth  and  life,  is  a  collective  Body,  a  social  institution. 
Man’s  social  nature  is  at  the  basis  of  it.  Some  men 
seek  such  sympathetic  encouragements  on  one  day  of 
the  week;  others  find  a  still  farther  assistance  by 
pausing  in  their  business  and  turning  aside  for  such 
instruction  or  refreshment  from  the  midst  of  tempta¬ 
tion.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  uniform  demand,  nor  of 
canonical  regulation.  If  we  are  free  beings,  and  nat¬ 
ural,  sometimes  we  shall  ask  more  ;  sometimes  be  sat¬ 
isfied  with  less.  It  is  not  because  God  is  ever  more 
merciful,  or  righteousness  ever  less  sacred.  It  results 
from  the  liberal  and  spontaneous  character  of  this 
sympathetic  part  of  our  nature.  We  are  not  tied  up 
to  ceremonial  rule ;  please  Heaven,  we  will  not  be 
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entangled  again  with  any  such  yoke  ’ 

From  causes  we  cannot  wholly  explain,  the  motions 
of  men’s  hearts  are  unequal.  Every  idea  that  has 
been  alive,  and  really  stirred  the  world,  has  kindled 
and  animated  its  servants  by  the  interaction  of  num- 
bers  and  the  familiar  stimulus  of  society.  Every-body 
knows  this  force  needs  to  be  guarded  and  limited  ; 
every-body,  who  really  knows  any  thing  about  men, 
knows  it  is  one  of  the  beneficent  appointments  of  the 
Maker  of  men. 

Added  to  this,  grafted  directly  upon  it,  is  the  power 
of  Social  Prayer.  And  certainly  no  one  who  has  had 
any  knowledge  in  himself  of  what  this  achieves,  what 
answers  it  brings, — doubts  that  it  is  a  good.  There  is 
much  in  all  prayer  that  passes  our  understanding.  It 
is  the  meeting-point  of  the  seen  and  unseen.  It  is 
the  border-land  between  Earth  and  Heaven.  It  is  the 
contact  and  communion  of  finite  beings  with  the  Infi¬ 
nite.  What  wonder  any  analysis  of  ours  should  fail 
to  unwind  all  its  mysteries  and  explain  all  its  divine 
economy  ]  It  is  enough  that  wherever  religious  Wis¬ 
dom  has  opened  its  lips  to  teach  any  thing,  it  has 
taught  this ;  enough  that  the  great  body  of  believing 
men  since  Christ,  if  we  may  not  say  since  the  begin¬ 
ning,  have  proved  it ;  that  all  Pevelation,  calmly,  as 
by  prophetic,  unanxious,  assured  authority,  promises 
especial  blessings  to  it ;  enough  that  Christ,  by  his 
example  and  by  his  lessons,  enjoins  it:  “If  two  of 
you  on  earth  shall  agree  as  touching  any  thing  that 


I 


16  PERMANENT  REALITIES  OP  .RFJjaiON,  AND 

'  ’  <  ‘  ,  c  «  , ^  '  ,  • 

'  <  r  1  '  4  *  ‘  ‘  '  ■  i  c  I  '  '  '  , 

<  *'**,(  ''cl  u-  c  '  ■  '  ‘  '  *  '  * 

they  shall  ‘ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them.”  “  For  where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.” 

Christ  made  his  religion  public ;  he  instituted  and 
practised  social  prayer.  In  our  sensitive  anxiety  to 
make  religion  private,  let  us  take  care  not  to  make  it 
so  very  private  that  it  shall  be  both  invisible  and 
impalpable,  depriving  it  of  all  those  immense  acces¬ 
sions  of  power,  provided  for  in  human  nature,  which 
come  of  our  social  constitution.  With  many  among 
us,  it  has  long  been  the  favorite  and  the  noble  teach¬ 
ing,  that  religion, — which  is  surely  the  name  of  our 
intercourse  with  Heaven, — -should  not  stay  in  sanctua¬ 
ries  and  Sabbaths,  but  go  out  into  the  highways  and 
markets.  At  last  she  has  gone  there,  and  lifted  up 
her  voice  by  the  way,  “  in  the  places  of  the  paths,”  in 
the  midst  of  toil  and  of  merchandise.  If  now  she  is 
bidden,  by  these  same  persons,  to  go  back  into  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  Sabbath,  as  the  proper  sphere  of  her  dignity,, 
or  to  “  move  on  ”  elsewhere,  what  shall  she  conclude 
but  that  she  is  not  very  cordially  wanted  anywhere  ] 

I  have  thus  mentioned  four  or  five  of  the  chief,  con¬ 
trolling  ideas,  or  facts  rather,  which  must  be  active 
wherever  there  is  a  real,  living  interest  in  Christian 
Truth ;  wherever  there  is  a  general,  practical  obedience 
to  the  animating  words  of  the  text.  There  is  no  one 
of  them,  I  am  very  sure,  which  any  of  us,  in  a  moment 
of  deliberate  thought,  would  not  pronounce  a  solid, 
unquestionable  good,  even  though  his  will  should  hold 
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back,  or  his  life  stumble,  or  his  heart  be  cold.  When 
we  strip  away  all  superficial  matters, — the  traditional 
language,  the  adventitious  impressions,  the  bad  names 
given  by  opposition,  the  real  blemishes  left  by  folly  or 
presumption, — ^these  are  what  remain,  as  the  elements 
of  a  true  religious  movement  in  a  community:  the 
feeling  of  God;  a  conviction  of  his  direct  presence 
and  action  on  the  soul ;  a  new  sense  of  the  want  of 
relief  from  transgression, — of  being  lifted  out  of  that 
lost,  orphaned  state,  and  forgiven,  and  taken  home, — * 
with  the  supply  of  that  relief  in  Clirist  the  crucified, 
the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  awav  the  sins  of  the 
world ;  ”  the  acthity  of  the  social  sympathies,  and 
their  enlistment  in  the  highest  of  all  our  possible  acts, 
communion  with  God,  seeking  both  greater  nearness 
to  Him,  and  spiritual  blessings,  for  ourselves  and  each 
other,  from  Him. 

Methods  are  all  secondary.  Whatever  way  leads  to 
that  result  is  a  royal  way,  honorable,  justified,  blessed. 
I  rejoice,  yea,  and  as  Paul  said,  will  rejoice,  in  every 
road  that  has  that  end.  To  make  religious  verities 
realities,— to  get  the  whole  subject  out  of  this  dim,  or 
fantastic  nebulous  haze  wLere  it  hangs  before  so  many, 
to  bring  it  near  from  its  distance,  and  clear  from  its 
obscurity,  and  bright  from  its  vagueness,  and  strong 
from  its  weakness,- — this  appears  to  me  the  one  thing 
needed.  For  when  religion  is  once  real,  it  will  be  all- 
commanding  and  all-attracting.  Let  me  pay  homage 
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to  and  make  room  for  all  sincere  measures  that  lead 
to  that  I 

II.  As  to  measures  in  operation  around  ns  now,  or 
at  any  particular  time,  we  shall  be  certain  to  hear 
criticisms  and  objections.  The  whole  subject  of  reli¬ 
gion  is  one  on  which  those  that  have  convictions  are 
sensitive,  and  those  that  have  none  are  free-spoken. 
The  individualism  of  Protestants,  the  jealousy  of 
Sectarists,  the  frigidity  of  Rationalists,  all  have  their 
protests.  Passions  too  may  be  provoked  to  a  louder 
remonstrance  than  all.  Let  us  not  forget,  whichever 
side  we  take,  that  the  same  underlying,  all-essential 
and  eternal  realities  remain,  and  remain  unchanged. 
Still,  for  us,  the  voice  of  Infinite  Goodness  will  say, 

Seek  ye  the  Lord ;  seek  him  now ;  repent ;  forsake 
the  wicked  way ;  believe ;  work ;  be  faithful  unto 
death.”  The  threefold  question  will  return,  and  keep 
returning:  Is  it  possible  to  love  our  Father  too  soon? 
to  love  him  too  well  ?  to  love  him  too  long  ?  or  that 
other  threefold  question:  Is  not  the  Gospel  true? 
Have  you  received  it,  in  its  practical  power,  into  your 
faith  ?  Is  there  any  reason  why  you  should  not  take 
it,  believe  it,  give  thanks  for  it,  to-day  ? 

1.  Protests  are  made  against  religious  excitements. 
Excitements  are  of  different  kinds  and  degrees.  Ex¬ 
citements  that  come  from  without  are  to  be  suspected. 
Excitements  that  are  due  to  the  senses  are  full  of  peril. 
Excitements  which  necessarily,  by  a  law  of  nature, 
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must  be  followed  by  a  leaction  even  into  apathy^  are 
hurtful.  These  statements  are  past  question,  and  need 
not  be  oracularly  put  forth  every  day  as  discoveries. 
Indifference  so  stolid  that  man,  made  to  love  God  and 
goodness  with  all  his  heart,  cannot  abide  in  it,  but  has 
to  be  excited  out  of  it,  is  also  suspicious.  A  coolness 
so  complacent  that  it  must  be  broken  up  by  a  wrench 
of  repentance,  is  also  full  of  peril.  Your  worldly 
unbelief  is  hurtful.  We  have  to  set  off  exposures  and 
dangers  against  each  other,  in  this  world,  and  find  the 
safe  way  or  the  way  of  salvation,  by  coming  as  quickly 
as  we  can  to  our  Guide.  We  shall  probably  estimate 
the  harm  of  religious  fervor  very  much  according  to 
our  relative  estimate  of  the  importance  of  religion 
itself.  Men  are  least  apprehensive  of  too  much  feeling 
where  they  love  most ;  and  some  who  have  little  fear 
of  excess  in  pleasure-seeking,  in  a  gay  season,  in  social 
brilliancy,  in  business,  counting  all  days  or  nights,  and 
all  companies,  and  all  energies,  suitable  for  them, 
appear  to  be  nervously  afraid  if  a  few  unusual  hours 
in  a  week  are  given  up  to  devotion ;  to  converse  with 
our  maker;  to  counsels  for  the  object  for  which 
Christ  gave  his  life ;  to  the  free  unlocking  of  those 
grand,  commanding  affections  and  aspirations  in  us, 
through  which  all  principles  of  justice  and  mercy  for 
men  grow,  and  which  more  than  anything  else  deter¬ 
mine  duty ;  to  that  life  which  is  to  go  on  when  all  of 
this  world  has  vanished  from  us,  and  go  on  to  eternity. 
Meantime,  we  see  a  general  religious  movement  work- 
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ing  about  us,  differing,  I  should  think  all  of  us  must 
confess,  from  many  that  haye  gone  before,  in  its  free- 
dom  from  fanaticism,  in  the  general  quietness  of  its 
operation  and  calmness  of  its  temper. 

2.  It  is  inquired,  fairly  enough,  whether  the  phrase¬ 
ology  of  special  religious  movements  imputes  caprice 
to  the  Supreme  Being, —coming  and  going  to  the  Ever¬ 
present,  varying  moods  to  the  Unchangeable,  degrees 
of  nearness  to  Him  who  is  closer  than  the  air,  nay, 
always  in  us,  the  life  of  our  life,— every  power  and 
breath  and  consciousness  dependent  on  his  being  there. 
A  fair  enough  question  of  phraseology^  and  to  be 
thoughtfully  regarded.  But  even  when  the  language 
is  mistaken,  we  shall  not  surely  sp  grossly  or  wantonly 
misconstrue  one  another,  as  to  suppose  that  the  error 
reaches  in  from  language  to  thought,  and  that  in  their 
actual  conceptions  of  Him,  any  class  of  Christians  con¬ 
template  God  as  local,  or  itinerant,  or  fickle.  If 
any  thing  in  sectarian  misrepresentation  were  incredi¬ 
ble,  we  should  say  it  is  incredible  that  any  person, 
most  of  all  any  preacher,  with  any  sense  of  profes¬ 
sional  responsibility,  or  even  of  the  common  responsi¬ 
bility  of  veracity,  and  with  competent  information  for 
public  speech,  should  allege  of  any  considerable  por¬ 
tion  of  his  fellow  Christians,  in  this  age,  and  in  this 
land,  that  they  disbelieve  in  the  omnipresence  of  God. 
The  truth  is,  every  call  to  repentance  that  now  fills 
the  air  presupposes  the  liveliest  and  the  firmest  faith  in 
that  omnipresence.  It  says,  Seek,  ask,  pray,  every- 
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where,  continually,  to  all  alike.  It  never  says.  You 
may  not  seek,  yon  must  not  ask,  it  is  useless  to  pray. 
Of  coni’se,  the  belief  that  the  Almighty  Spirit  is  every¬ 
where  and  always  present,  is  universal.  There  is  no 
exception.  To  affirm  the  contrary  of  any  order  of 
Christian  people  is  a  wicked  absurdity,  known  as 
denominational  bigotry  in  the  church,  but  in  the 
world  as  slander. 

Beyond  this,  and  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  true, 
there  is  a  fi-equent  fault  of  expression,  chiefly  for  the 
reason  that  language,  which  is  the  medium  of  finite 
natni’es,  is  inadequate  to  contain  and  convey  the  facts 
of  an  Infinite  Being,  or  even,  very  accurately,  our 
highest  views  of  him.  So  there  is  wealmess ;  there 
is  ambiguity ;  and  not  seldom  there  is,  in  all  of  us 
alike  probably,  carelessness.  We  have  to  shape  onr 
images  according  to  human  models,  a  good  deal ;  and 
so  we  humanize  the  Deity ;  we  represent  him  under 
the  figiu'es  of  human  life.  All  religions  ex^Dression 
has  done  so  from  the  first.  The  Bible  habitually  does 
so ;  ordinary  speech  does, — especially  as  it  grows 
earnestly  poetic,  or  earnestly  practical.  The  fervent 
feeling  takes  the  first  graphic  term  that  comes,  which 
is  apt  to  he  very  human, — sometimes,  as  I  said,  too 
much  so ;  reverence  would  gain  by  more  care.  But  it  is 
plain  enough,  to  all  but  blinded  and  angry  partisans, 
that  when  men  speak  of  the  Holy  Spiiit  as  here  in 
distinction  fi’om  there^  as  present  and  absent,  as  near  or 
far,  they  mean  something  actual;  they  mean  just 
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what  the  Wise  and  Holy  Scripture  means,  when,  in 
it,  the  pious  Patriarch  says,  “  Behold,  the  Lord  was  in 
this  place,  and  I  knew  it  not what  Moses  and  the 
Prophets  mean  when  they  say  the  Lord  passed  by,” 
or  “  came  from  Teman what  the  text  means  when 
it  says,  “  Seek  ye  the  Lord,  while  he  may  be  found, — 
ichile  he  is  near,” — because,  let  critical  nicety  and  cap¬ 
tious  philology  prescribe  what  rules  they  will,  the  fact 
is  that  there  are  times  when  God  is  more  easily  found, 
his  gift  of  life  more  readily  gained,  and  when  if  not 
gained  it  is  missed  altogether,  so  that  there  is  a  “  now,” 
and  an  “  accepted  time ;”  what  the  apostle  James  means 
when  he  says,  “  Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  he  will  draw 
nigh  to  you nay,  what  the  Son  of  God  himself,  who 
alone  “  knoweth  the  Father,”  and  “  saith  true,”  means, 
when  he  declares,  “  The  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh 
unto  you.”  Do  you  imagine  these  teachers,  because 
they  used  these  words,  believed  the  God  they  loved 
and  worshipped  to  be  only  occasionally  present  any¬ 
where  ?  It  would  be  an  unworthy  and  an  ignorant 
caviL 

3.  There  are  indiscretions,  we  hear.  JSTo  doubt  of 
it.  The  question  is,  whether  the  indiscretions  are  so 
many,  and  so  glaring,  as  to  overbalance  the  palpable 
and  lasting  good  that  comes  of  engaging  many  people 
heartily  in  the  new  conviction  that  they  have  a  spirit¬ 
ual,  immortal  capacity,  and  owe  their  lives  to  their 
Creator.  When  we  have  governments  without  indis¬ 
cretion,  families  without  indiscretion,  colleges  without 
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indiscretion,  manners,  trade,  na'vdgation,  over  any  sort 
of  sea,  without  it,  we  shall  have  an  administration  of 
Christianity  without  indiscretion.  But  remember,  the 
greatest  indiscretion  we  can  possibly  fall  into  about 
religion,  is  to  let  it  alone. 

4.  It  is  said,  the  eager  demonstrations  that  attend 
strong  religious  moyements  disgust  the  “  cultivated  and 
refined.”  Men  have  even  been  found  saying  this  w^ho 
are  not  usually  over-forward  to  appear  as  the  advocates 
or  patrons  of  these  particular  classes,  who  have  gen¬ 
erally  found  in  them,  in  fact,  only  a  spirit  of  selfish 
aristocracy  and  a  conservative  anti-Christ,  but  now,  all 
at  once,  by  “  sudden  conversion,”  are  jealous  for 
their  scruples.  Doubtless,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a 
high  Christian  expediency.  Thought  is  to  be  taken 
for  the  weak  conscience,  for  the  fastidious  taste,  and 
even,  I  think,  sometimes  for  the  narrow  prejudice. 
Christianity  is  broad  enough,  generous  enough,  strong 
enough,  for  that.  Paul  expounds  that  law  in  the  four¬ 
teenth  chapter  to  the  Pomans,  and  acts  upon  it  where- 
ever  he  becomes  “  all  things  to  all  men  that  he  might 
gain  the  more.”  Peligion  wants  the  intrusion  of  no 
impertinent  appointments,  and  no  bad  manners.  That 
complete  Apostolic  gentleman,  just  refeived  to,  knew 
very  well  the  need  of  the  precept,  when  he  dmected 
the  Corinthians  that  “  all  things  should  be  done 
decently  and  in  order;”  yet  he  was  certainly  the 
central  and  animating  figure  in  many  a  scene  quite  as 
“  excited  ”  and  “  exciting,”  as  any  witnessed  this  year 


PERMANENT  REALITIES  OF  RELIGION,  AND 


among  us.  Christian  wisdom  will  deprecate  any 
violations  of  true  dignity  or  decorum,  will  carefully 
forestall  them,- — the  ranting  appeal,  the  rude  phrase, 
the  distasteful  arithmetic  definiteness,  the  publicity 
and  prematurity  in  computing  converts,  the  vulgar 
interruptions.  Our  God  is  a  “  lover  of  concord,”  in 
forms  and  sounds,  and  seasons,  and  colors,  and  cere¬ 
monials,  as  in  the  temper  and  disposition  of  men,  and 
“  he  hath  made  everything  beautiful  in  his  time.” 
But  nothing  is  so  “  beautiful  ”  in  his  sight  as  the 
heart  that  trusts  and  loves  him.  He  has  made  the 
laws  of  fitness  and  of  grace  to  be  steadfast  and  sacred ; 
but  he  tells  us  that  all  the  outward  graces  of  propriety 
and  art  are  but  dim  symbols  of  the  clustering  group 
of  spiritual  graces  that  his  own  immediate  spirit 
makes  to  bud  and  unfold  and  yield  their  ripened  fruit¬ 
age,  in  the  believing  soul  of  man :  that  to  hasten  now, 
in  the  accepted  time,  to  present  our  bodies  a  “  living 
sacrifice,”  is  a  most  “  reasonable  service ;”  and  that  all 
the  “  fitness  he  requireth  ”  is  to  “feel  our  need  of  him.” 

We  have  to  remember  that  the  “cultivated  and 
refined  ”  are  to  be  considered,  just  because  culture  and 
refinement  are  a  positive  good,  and  because  every 
human  being  is  to  be  considered.  Christianity  says, 
“  Honor  all  men.”  But .  something,  in  turn,  must  be 
asked  of  these  well-bred  persons,  and  something  must 
be  expected  of  intelligence.  Among  other  things,  it 
is  expected  intelligence  will  consider  the  variety  of 
adaptations,  the  limits  of  occasion,  the  pressures  of 
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emotion,  the  fallibility  of  human  understandings,  the 
adventitious  disfigurements  that  attach  to  the  noblest 
works,  and  consider  how  gloriously,  blessedly  true  it 
is  that  wdiile  there  are  “  diversities  of  operation  ”  there 
is  “  the  same  spirit,”  and  while  there  are  ‘‘  difierences 
of  administration,”  there  is  “  the  same  Lord.” 

If,  when  the  actual  blemishes  are  put  away,  or  only 
a  few  are  left,  and  these  so  msignificant  as  not  to  be 
appreciable  beside  the  grand  earnestness  overshadow¬ 
ing  them — as  in  these  days  generally  happens — if 
then,  still,  the  cultivated  and  refined  are  repelled  from 
a  large  blessing  or  duty  by  a  trivial  indiscretion,  that 
will  be  something  for  the  cultivated  and  refined  to 
look  to.  A  positive,  aggressive  Faith,  like  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  has  too  much  to  do  to  stop  and  smooth 
away  every  little  human  roughness  from  its  rugged 
reformations.  Prophets  that  are  full  of  the  preaching 
of  repentance  and  a  new  kingdom  will  sometimes 
wear  camel’s  hair  instead  of  broadcloth,  and  a  leathern 
girdle  instead  of  fine  linen,  and  we  must  get  used  to  it 
as  we  can.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  an  overweening 
pride  in  the  knowledge  of  this  world,  which  shuts  the 
sphitual  sense.  There  is  a  disproportionate  zeal  for 
the  advantages  and  splendors  of  a  material  civilization, 
which  hides  the  loftier  glory  of  the  skies.  “Not 
many  wise,  not  many  mighty.”  “  They  have  their 
reward.”  In  that  day  of  simple,  spiritual  revelation, 
when  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  revealed,  all 
earthly  distinctions  levelled,  and  all  ranks  and  badges 
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forgotten,  the  question  shall  not  be,  who  was  highest, 
who  lowest  1  who  richest  or  who  most  beautiful  1  who 
cultivated  alone,  or  refined  alone  ]  But  who  loved  God 
and  man,  who  honored  the  right,  who  was  loyal  to 
truth,  who  lived  and  walked  in  the  spirit,  who  had 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  out  of  that  faith, 
as  toward  Christ  himself,  did  minister  to  those  hungry, 
athirst,  naked,  strangers,  sick,  in  prison?  So,  many 
that  are  here  first  shall  be  last,  and  the  last  first. 
It  was  when  the  Saviour  had  placed  the  favored 
children  of  light  and  opportunity  below  the  infamous 
idolaters,  Chorazin  and  Bethsaida  below  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  proud  Capernaum  below  perished  Sodom,  that 
he  calmly  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  and  adored  the 
wondrous,  equalizing  mystery ;  “  I  thank  thee,  O 
Father,  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  that  thou  hast 
hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast 
revealed  them  unto  babes.” 

By  some  inwrought  principle  of  a  free  being,  any 
unusually  vivid,  searching  truth  that  meets  him,  alters 
his  position.  Truth  turns  aside  for  no  man ;  he  is 
instantly  obliged  to  take  some  attitude  towards  it ;  it 
not  only  measures,  but  it  places  him.  So  it  comes 
about,  that  the  waking  up  into  extraordinary  activity 
of  a  social  religious  sentiment  separates,  inevitably, 
those  whose  natures  are  in  opposite  relations  to  it. 
Put  any  great  moral  idea  into  any  community,  and  it 
will  instantly  divide  asunder  the  receivers  and  reject¬ 
ers.  The  very  touch  of  a  forcible,  reformatory,  inno- 
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vatiiig,  rewing  influence  or  doctrine,  is  a  universal 
power  of  discrimination ;  it  polarizes  all  minds ;  it 
sends  each  “  to  his  own  place.”  The  ultimation  of 
that  dividing  process  by  the  one  radical  and  decisive 
question,  will  be  the  Last  Judgment ;  and  this  dividing 
process  no  amiability,  no  diplomacy,  no  caution  nor 
compromise,  nor  legitimate  charity,  can  wholly  pre¬ 
vent.  It  is  not  a  thing  to  be  sought,  nor  to  be  desired. 

/ 

We  are  to  avoid  that  result  where  we  honestly  can ; 
but  neither  honesty,  nor  candor,  nor  prudence,  can 
escape  it  always :  Christ  found  it  so,  and  declared  it. 
“  It  must  needs  be  that  oflences  come.”  “  I  am  come 
to  send  fire  on  the  earth,  and  what  will  I  if  it  be 
already  kindled  ?  ”  It  was  a  fire  of  love,  but  the 
terrible  transmutation  of  mortal  selfishness  turned  it 
to  hate.  “  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword ;  ” 
‘  separating  child  Lorn  parent,  brother  from  brother, 
making  a  man’s  foes  to  be  those  of  his  owm  household.’ 
Yet  none  the  less  was  his  spirit  peaceful,  his  aim 
reconciliation,  the  church  he  was  to  found  a  Brother¬ 
hood.  Sin  is  the  base  magician  that  so  turns  the 
truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  the  compassion  of  Christ 
into  a  stiife.  But,  for  that,  truth  cannot  keep  itself 
back,  Christ  cease  to  be  preached,  zeal  refrain  from 
running  and  urging  men  to  be  saved,  according  to  the 
Great  Commission.  Bight  and  wrong  cannot  really 
be  reconciled,  nor  take  each  other’s  seats.  Light  and 
darkness  cannot  mix,  nor  both  retire.  Blessing  and 
cursing  cannot  mean  the  same  thing,  if  they  do  come 
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from  the  same  mouth.  Gerizim  and  Ebal  cannot 
wheel  on  to  each  other’s  bases,  nor  sink  their  peaks 
into  the  plain. 

So  the  outbreak  of  uncommon  religious  earnestness 
will  probably  stir  up,  in  some  quarters,  the  worst  ele¬ 
ments  of  human  nature.  The  scoffers,  if  there  are 
any,  will  redouble  their  ribaldry.  The  jesters,  who, 
in  their  sad  struggle  between  God’s  purpose  for  them 
and  their  own  folly,  make  life  a  ghastly  burlesque, 
will  discover  material  for  caricature  or  scurrility.  If 
there  is  a  clerical  hanterer  anywhere,  who  seasons  his 
generous  exhortations  to  rectitude,  for  flagging  appe¬ 
tites,  with  slurs  and  sneers,  he  will  find  the  tempta¬ 
tions  to  special  smartness  too  much  for  him,  and  inter¬ 
mix,  in  unusual  proportions,  raillery  with  religion, 
low  comedy  with  lessons  in  virtue,  irreverence  with 
maxims  of  moral  progress.  All  this  will  not  seriously 
interrupt  the  Almighty,  nor  hinder  Truth,  nor  affright 
the  deeper  intuitions  of  man.  More  probably,  it  will 
serve  to  expose  the  exigencies  of  a  Christ!  ess  theology, 
show  how  a  denying  habit  vulgarizes,  at  last,  both 
intellectual  self-respect  and  a  chaste  heart,  and,  by 
making  the  excess  of  offence  disgusting,  correct  its 
own  damage. 

5.  It  is  said  a  social  religious  interest  is  made  de¬ 
pendent  on  “  machinery,”  is  “  manufactured.”  Dis¬ 
tinguish  again  between  two  kinds  of  machinery.  In 
its  own  place,  machinery  is  held  very  far  from  being 
an  evil.  Kept  to  its  use,  nobody  objects.  If  brought 
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in  to  do  what  can  be  done,  at  last,  only  by  the  free, 
unforced  choice  of  the  spiritual  nature,  it  is  mischiev¬ 
ous  utterly.  If  it  /is  thrust  out  of  its  sphere,  to 
obstruct  or  to  dishonor  the  higher  motions  of  the 
conscience  and  the  affections, .  it  is  still  a  mischief. 
If,  by  machinery,  you  only  signify  outward  means  to 
achieve  an  inward  result,  or  visible  measures  to 
arrest  and  engage  voluntary  attention  to  a  great 
truth,  you  will  not  willingly  discredit  it.  All  moral 
and  spiritual  impressions,  and  improvements,  are  car- 
‘ried  forward  by  such  means.  Every  institution  is 
such  a  means ;  the  meeting-house ;  the  vestry ;  the 
stated  assembly;  the  order  of  exercises  in  worship; 
personal  appeals  to  man’s  religious  sensibility;  the 
serious  letter  you  write  to  a  friend  in  temptation; 
ordinances ;  pictures  on  church  walls ;  the  bells  that 
shake  the  air ; — you  do  not  stigmatize  these  as 
“  machinery,”  and  for  the  reason  that  they  are  fit,  and 
are  familiar.  What  other  instruments  are  fit  will  be  a 
matter  of  individual  construction;  there  is  no  law, 
no  code ;  only  let  it  be  a  generous  construction.  It 
does  seem  strange  that  a  wide-spread  spirit  of 
religious  inquiry  and  resolve,  appearing  simultaneously 
in  all  parts  of  a  vast  country,  not  suggested  by  a 
priesthood,  but  often  encountering  clerical  opposition, 
proceeding  almost  wholly  by  unpremeditated  opera¬ 
tion,  having  simple  and  unlettered  prayers  for  its 
chief  utterance  and  aliment, — thus  as  purely  sponta¬ 
neous,  or  rather  bearing  as  many  traces  of  a  divine 
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origin,  as  any  authenticated  reformation, — that  this 
should  be  held  up  to  reprobation  as  the  article  of  a 
crafty  manufacture.”  You  might  as  well  say  that 
the  forests  of  Mt.  Wachusett,  or  the  freshets  of  the 
rivers,  or  the  American  Revolution,  were  got  up  by 
manufacture.  When  you  hear  men  speaking,  and  see 
them  laboring,  unpaid,  often  unthanked,  with  sincerity 
in  every  look  and  tone,  to  persuade  their  fellows  to 
accept  some  blessing,  simply  because  it  is  a  blessing, 
whether  your  tastes  accord  or  not,  you  are  not  apt  to 
suppose  they  are  acted  by  machinery,  nor  engaged  in 
a  manufacture.  What  shall  be  thought  of  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  affairs,  the  insight  into  human  nature,  the 
scientific  reading  of  phenomena,  that  come  to  that 
impotent  conclusion  1  •  It  will  be  happy  for  us, 
brethren,  I  think,  if  we  are  not  all  painfully  reminded 
of  those  words  of  sorrow  and  dread,  which  speak  of 
a  “  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,”  and  a  “  quenching  ” 
of  it,  and  of  the  wo  pronounced  on  words  uttered 
against  the  Holy  Ghost  out  of  a  state  so  wilfully 
wedded  to  self  and  to  past  opinion  that  no  hope  of 
forgiveness  can  live  on  in  it. 

6.  It  is  the  character,  of  vivid  experiences,  we  are 
told,  to  he  temporary,  which  is  partly  true  and  partly 
not.  The  vividness  may  be  temporary,  and  the  feel¬ 
ing,  or  still  better  the  principle  which  the  feeling 
helps  to  warm  and  foster  and  grow,  may  be  perma¬ 
nent.  That  depends  on  the  individuals  fidelity,  or 
fixedness  of  purpose.  If  he  lets  it  go,  he  has  shame 
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and  self-contempt  for  liis  portion  ;  if  he  consistently 
holds  fast  the  principle,  as  we  would  fain  believe,  and 
must  believe  by  the  facts  in  a  large  preponderance  of 
cases, — so  far  as  my  own  observation  in  four  places 
has  extended,  in  at  least  nine  cases  out  of  ten, — then 
he  thanks  God  for  the  unspeakable  peace  to  the  end 
of  his  earthly  days  and  forever. 

Distinguish  also  between  the  proper  transientness 
of  one  process,  and  the  proper  permanency  of  another. 
To  come  out  of  hisensibility — and  it  will  not  be 
denied  some  persons  are  in  that  state — is  transient ;  to 
remain  interested,  and  go  on,  and  live  accordingly,  is 
permanent.  To  object  to  the  former  that  it  is  tran¬ 
sient,  would  be  just  as  unreasonable  as  to  object  to 
the  latter  that  it  is  permanent.  It  is  in  the  nature  of 
the  thing  and  cannot  be  otherwise.  As  has  been  well 
observed,  the  object  of  waking  up  is  to  be  awake; 
and  we  do  not  object  to  the  means  of  waking,  that 
the  person  is  not  expected  to  be  waking  up  all  the 
time.  The  questions  are :  “  Is  he  asleep,  and  is  it 
better  to  be  awake  1  ”  Perhaps  he  will  not  be  the  less 
likely  to  keep  awake,  because  he  awakes  suddenly. 
We  do  not  criticize  the  morning  bell  which  rouses  us 
to  our  work,  that  it  does  not  ring  all  day.  One  thing 
is  wanted  to  open  our  faculties,  and  another  to  keep 
them  at  their  task.  The  first  will  avail  little  without 
the  other ;  but  you  never  discredit  the  first  because  it 
does  not  do  the  work  of  the  other.  Conversion  is  the 
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opening  of  the  spiritual  faculty,  or  sight,  to  Christ, 
the  Light  of  the  world. 

Plentiful  analogies  occur  for  this  variation  of  move¬ 
ment  in  the  other  chief  interests  of  man,  and  in  nature 
herself,  whose  order  is  indisputable.  In  the  business 
of  legislation,  there  is  a  certain  period — a  few  weeks 
of  the  year- — when  legislators  devote  a  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  State  and  the  Statutes.  They  hold  meet¬ 
ings  from  day  to  day,  and  are  engaged,  sometimes 
excited,  in  adjusting  the  claims  of  the  people.  After 
they  adjourn  and  separate,  the  government,  thus 
revived  and  reinforced,  goes  on ;  the  statutes  quietly 
do  their  work ;  the  results  are  permanent,  and  nobody 
wonders  that  the  assemblies  are  not  in  session  all 
the  year.  In  education,  special  seasons  are  set  apart 
for  waking  up  the  intellectual  faculty,  and  getting 
it  in  working  order ;  lessons,  libraries,  lectures,  appa¬ 
ratus,  machinery,  fulfil  this  office ;  and  the  rest  of  life 
is  spent  in  putting  what  has  been  gained  of  mental 
life  or  power  to  practical  use.  If  any  new  enterprise, 
like  a  new  facility  for  travel  across  the  country,  is  to 
be  achieved,  you  hear  of  special  meetings,  measures, 
till  the  community  are  “  waked  up,”  as  we  say,  to  the 
importance  of  the  undertaking.  Nobody  is  afraid  of 
a  reaction.  The  demonstrations  of  feeling  cease,  or  are 
changed.  There  is  still  interest,  and  still  feeling. 
Only  the  proportions  or  methods  of  expression  are 
altered.  Preparation  gives  place  to  the  work,  and 
leads  to  it.  Waking  up  is  followed  by  organization, 
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regularity  of  labor.  It  is  according  to  human  nature. 
It  is  according  to  the  best  philosophy  of  human  life. 

We  are  not  always  alike  ;  yet  this  does  not  necessarily 
imply  any  abatement  of  real  energy.  We  are  crea¬ 
tures  of  many  moods,  faculties  and  members ;  a  liberal 
interpretation  of  man  and  society  and  truth  bids  us 
believe  that  God  in  his  great  plan  has  room  for  them  all. 
In  the  stated  and  gracious  succession  into  which  the 
Church  has  often  distributed  the  Christian  year,  respect 
is  paid  to  the  same  principle  in  the  alternation  of  Fasts 
and  Feasts,  each  with  its  appropriate  emotions.  The 
natural  year  itself  is  reviving.  All  around  us,  in  ten 
thousand  signs  of  new  and  exuberant  animation,  over  all 
the  fields  and  hill-sides  and  meadows,  it  is  budding  and 
blossoming  into  verdure  and  beauty.  And  among  the 
branches  of  trees,  in  farm  yards,  in  the  choirs  and 
orchestras  of  woods  and  orchards,  on  the  banks  of 
loosened  streams,  you  will  hear  the  voices  of  this 
“  time  of  refreshing  from  the  Presence  of  the  Lord.” 
The  feet  of  spring  are  beautiful  upon  the  mountains, 
and  these  glad  or  growing  creatures  of  God  break 
forth  into  the  singing  of  their  unconscious  revival 
hymns.  Nor  will  any  censures  hold  against  these 
marvellous  and  divine  renewings,  because  after  they 
are  complete,  and  leaf  and  fruit  stand  in  their  finished 
glory,  spring  passes  into  summer,  and  the  grand 
maturity  comes  on  in  a  more  silent  strength. 

Nav,  our  Lord  and  Pedeemer  himself  had  one  advent: 
the  wilderness  of  the  world  bloomed  but  once  jor  his 
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coming  ;  the  isles  of  the  south  awake  once,  at  his  call ; 
he  rises  once  from  the  dead.  Yet  he  liveth  evermore, 
and  the  soul  that  is  risen  indeed  with  him,  and  is 
awake  to  his  righteousness,  walks  with  him,  and  hath 
an  eternal  life  abiding  within. 

Ever  since  the  church  was  founded,  it  has  had  its 
times  of  peculiar  demonstrative  activity.  During  the 
intervals  it  may  not  always  have  had  less  power,  than 
in  those  days  of  its  waking,  and  reawaking ;  but  it 
certainly  had  greater  power  for  them.  Church  history 
opens,  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles,  with  an  account  of  a  notable  revival ;  a  Pente¬ 
costal  outpouring  of  the  Spirit.  In  the  patristic  period 
Christianity  was  revived  in  many  countries,  sometimes 
on  new  fields,  planting  its  heavenly  seed  on  fresh 
earthly  soil,  but  sometimes  on  itself,  putting  new  life 
into  the  old  forms,  new  blood  into  the  old  body.  So 
in  the  Catholic  ages,  Christianity  was  often  revived 
through  the  missionaries  and  the  mystics.  It  was 
revived  through  Luther  and  Huss.  It  was  revived 
through  Wyclifie,  through  the  Anglican  Fathers, 
through  the  pious  Puritans,  through  the  philanthropic 
Quakers,  through  the  Wesleys  and  their  fiery-hearted 
friends.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  roused,  directed,  blessed 
believers,  and  thus  borne  forward  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  among  men.  If  there  is  any  class,  any  sect, 
any  community,  any  single  soul  that  may  take  the 
posture  of  consistent,  clear,  thorough  objection,  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  only  that  one  which  is  sure  it 
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does  not  need,  at  once,  more  faitli  and  righteousness 
than  it  has;  and  that  one  can  object  only  for  itself; 
and  finally  that  one,  in  its  poor  complacency,  will  need 
re^d\ing  most  of  all. 

The  appeal  to  personal  experience  is  instructive. 
Lookmg  back  at  the  beginnings  of  their  Christian 
efforts,  most  persons,  who  have  begun,  see  that  the 
first  strong  impression  was  rather  unexpected,  had  a 
certain  mystery  in  it ;  many  will  remember  that  it  had 
a  marked  character.  The  man  “  came  to  himself,”  all 
at  once  perhaps.  Why  not  ?  Some  new  event,  at  the 
Spirit’s  touch,  let  in,  in  a  moment,  a  light  not  seen 
before,  as  when  the  shutters  of  a  dark  room  are  thrown 
open  to  the  sun.  That  “faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,”  out  of  which  all  just  works  and  noble  disposi¬ 
tions  will  proceed,  is  awakened.  To  pretend  that  they 
have  thus  proceeded  already,  or  that  the  building  of 
character  is  done,  or  that  the  soul  is  safe  without  fru’- 
ther  exertions,  would  be  absurd,  and  worse. 

7.  The  virtue  of  liberality  is  implicated,  as  has  more 
than  once  been  already  implied, — and  the  more  so  as 
the  spirit  of  the  religious  interest  now"  abroad  is  itself, 
I  believe,  singularly  liberal,  comparatively  free  from 
dogmatic  debates  or  denunciations,  from  sectarian  ex¬ 
clusiveness,  from  narrow^  definitions  or  inclosures. 
There  may  be  those,  I  think,  w"ho  do  not  see  how^  to 
join  in  these  public  acts,  and  honestly  believe,  that,  for 
them,  this  is  not  the  best  way  to  promote  the  religion 
of  Christ.  If  they  therefore  despise,  or  misjudge,  or 
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misrepresent  their  differing  brethren,  ascribing  to  them 
other  doctrines  than  they  teach,  or  errors  they  do  not 
commit,  they  only  transfer  the  disrepute  of  bigotry 
from  those  they  abuse  to  themselves,  whom  they  abuse 
worst  of  all. 

No  man,  it  seems  to  me,  who  looks  largely  over  the 
facts  and  the  phenomena  of  the  Christian  World,  can 
dare  to  insist  that  all  mankind  shall  take  one  outward 
path  to  Heaven.  If  he  does,  it  will  be  a  dangerous 
symptom  that  he  is  not  quite  in  it  himself.  The  inward 
path  must  be  essentially  the  same  for  all.  There  is 
but  one  Doon.  “  By  me,”  Christ  said,  “  enter  in ;  ” 
“  I  am  the  door.”  But  the  ways  that  lead  to  the  door, 
with  slighter  or  greater  divergence  from  each  other, 
reach  out,  at  last,  over  all  the  intellectual  territory  of 
the  great  continent  of  humanity.  Who  shall  say,  his 
alone  leads  to  the  Door  ?  Who  shall  not  rejoice  to 
believe  that,  through  them  all,  pilgrims  are  pressing 
on,  sincerely,  patiently,  humbly,  with  hope,  with  faith, 
that  they  may  enter]  “Now,  when  the  pilgrims 
were  come  up  to  the  Gate,  there  was  written  over  it, 
in  letters  of  gold,  ‘  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  com¬ 
mandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 
Life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the 
city.’  ”  “  And  now  abideth  faith,  hope,  charity.  But 

the  greatest  of  these  is  charity.”  Bead  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  chapters  of  Paul’s  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  and  you  will  see,  that  he  was  before  any 
modern  theologian  in  setting  the  grace  of  Christian 


THE  PRESENT  RELIGIOUS  INTEREST. 


87 


Love  above  any  “gifts”  of  healing,  of  tongues,  of 
interpretation,  of  mii’acle,  of  prophecy, — actual  as 
they  were. 

As  with  the  w^ays,  so  with  the  agents.  They  are 
various  as  the  materials  of  the  universe,  the  forms  of 
being,  the  motions  of  the  mind.  God  has  honored 
both  the  obscurest  and  the  weakest  instruments,  and 
highly  exalted  them,  and  made  them  “  confound  the 
mighty.”  If  many  have  been  led  to  trust  and  serve 
him  by  great  Christian  eloquence,  others  by  broken 
petitions,  or  stammering  remonstrances,  or  a  single 
word, — as  when  John  Bunvan.  dissolute  and  hardened, 
overheard  a  poor  unlettered  woman  praying  in  secret, 
and  was  turned  by  it  to  pray  himself, — or  as  when 
young  Malcom,  at  Brown  University,  was  kindly 
told  by  one  of  his  teachers  to  “  make  one  honest  effort 
for  his  soul’s  sake,”  went  to  his  room,  and  locked  it, 
and  thought  of  that  expression, — “  one  honest  effort,” 
— till  he  came  out  the  new  man  whose  name  is  now 
revered  and  beloved  bv  hundreds,  thankful  for  his 
fidelity.  If  some  by  vast  events,  held  up  before  the 
eyes  of  nations,  in  the  tempest,  the  fire  and  the  earth¬ 
quake,  others  by  the  still  small  voice, — as  when  an 
eminent  modern  apostle,  lately  gone  up  from  the 
world,*  was  first  really  touched,  as  he  afterwards  said, 
by  hearing  the  president  of  the  college  where  he 
studied,  in  one  of  the  daily  prayers,  repeat  that  tender 
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prophecy  of  Isaiah,  “  A  bruised  reed  shall  he  not 
break  and  the  smoking  flax  shall  he  not  quench.” 
Some  by  terrible  things,  seen  or  heard,  like  John 
Newton  by  a  storm  at  sea,  like  Chief  Justice  Hale  by 
seeing  a  companion  fall  dead  in  the  intoxication  of  a 
convivial  entertainment,  or  like  the  Christian  Emperor 
who  was  awakened  to  Christian  sensibility  by  thinking 
of  the  miseries  he  had  caused  in  his  battles ;  but  others 
by  some  sweet  memory  or  meditation,  like  Sarah 
Osborne,  the  devout  philanthropist,  who  first  had  the 
Christian  love  kindled  in  her  heart  by  the  remorse 
that  followed  the  telling  of  a  childish  falsehood ;  or 
like  a  young  American  scholar  who  never  believed  in 
the  God  of  Eevelation  till  one  day,  when  he  was  hearing 
a  recitation  on  the  Copernican  system  of  astronomy, 
suddenly  he  saw  the  Father  of  Christ  in  the  Builder 
of  the  solar  order,  balancing  the  stars  in  his  wisdom, 
and  saw  him  forever  after.  Sometimes  the  Spirit 
makes  even  the  least  congenial  scenes  his  ministers,  as 
when  a  young  man  I  knew  of,  just  entering  a  place  of 
revelry,  an  hour  after  midnight,  heard  the  clock  strike 
one.  It  brought  instantly  to  his  mind  words  he  had 
once  read. 

‘‘  The  bell  strikes  one— we  take  no  note  of  time 
But  by  its  loss.- — If  heard  aright 
It  is  the  knell  of  my  departed  hours. 

Where  are  they  ?  ” 

And  that  course  of  sober  thinking,  beginning  with 
the  bell’s  note,  ran  on  till  it  condensed  into  the  Chris- 
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tian  purpose  that  controlled  the  rest  of  his  life.  These 
are  facts.  We  all  feel  them,  as  we  hear  them,  to  be 
reasonable,  natural,  beneficent.  Who  shall  doubt  that 
in  all  the  sights  and  sounds  we  meet  God  sets  signals 
for  us  to  seek  him  1  Then  should  we  be  at  liberty,  I 
think,  to  doubt  His  presence  in  the  world,  to  blot  out 
the  majesty  of  His  religion  from  our  life,  to  unbind 
its  laws  of  responsibility  from  our  consciences,  to  reject 
its  immortal  consolation  from  our  sorrows. 

From  these  suggestions  I  am  obliged  to  believe  that 
— laying  all  particular  mistakes  and  local  extrava¬ 
gances  out  of  Hew — the  occurrence  of  special  seasons 
of  religious  interest  rests  on  principles  as  indisputable, 
as  close  to  science,  as  natui’al,  as  any  known  to  us ; — 
the  supremacy  of  the  religious  element  in  man;  the 
immediateness  of  the  Dhine  Spirit;  the  unity  of  an 
ascendant,  governing  motive  in  the  soul;  the  possi¬ 
bility,  at  least,  of  a  dii-ect  transition  from  one  to 
another,  or  a  change  of  mind  (ucTavoia^  leading  to  a 
newness  of  life  (^TzaViyyeveoiay,  the  social  suscepti¬ 
bility  to  impression ;  the  spiritual  suggestiveness  to  a 
spiritual  mind  of  all  objects  in  the  woiid.'^ 

The  theology  of  this  reHval  is  a  very  simple  matter. 
It  is  in  three  words.  It  is  Christ’s  “  Come  unto  me.” 

♦  There  is  another  suggestion.  In  the  present  general  deficiency  of 
preachers,  it  may  naturally  be  regarded  as  a  Providential  provision  for 
some  sort  of  Christian  ministry,  under  the  Spirit,  that  the  churches  may  be 
replenished  ■without  full  ranks  in  the  clerical  profession  ;  though  educated 
and  faithful  men  in  the  profession  will  be  wanted,  not  less,  to  organize 
and  instruct  and  edify  the  congregations.  And  probably  these  will  be 
largely  supplied  by  the  very  earnestness  of  these  times. 
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“  Come  to  Christ that  you  find  is  the  prevalent 
watchword,  call,  creed.  That  is  the  theology.  If 
you  choose  to  distribute  it,  you  find  it  contains  these 
principal  truths :  the  gracious  activity  of  the  Spirit  of 
God ;  the  indifference,  unbelief,  sin,  of  men ;  the 
merciful  and  all-sufficient  approach  of  God  to  men  in 
the  Person  of  Christ,  the  Redeemer,  with  overture, 
invitations,  inspirations,  sacrifice, — every  thing  to 
draw  men  to  a  new  and  holy  life  and  save  them, — in 
Him  whose  name  is  “  the  only  name  given  under 
Heaven,  among  men,  whereby  they  can  be  saved.” 
The  entire  movement  emphasizes  the  efficiency  of 
means ;  and  so  discredits  any  notion  that  could  put 
the  Divine  Grace  into  contradiction  with  human  free¬ 
dom.  Its  one  question  is  precisely  Christ’s  question  : 
“  What  shall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  gain  the  whole 
world  and  lose  his  own  soul  1  ”  Undoubtedly,  denomi¬ 
national  interpretations  modify  this  comprehensive 
theology  ;  but  they  are  everywhere  subordinate.  Does 
it  betray  a  very  cordial  sympathy  with  the  Saviour’s 
own  purpose,  now  when  differences  are  so  far  forgot¬ 
ten,  and  hearts  are  taken  up  into  the  glowing,  har¬ 
monizing  air  of  devotion,  to  interpose  a  polemical 
discussion  1  Will  a  practical  and  ardent  zeal  for  the 
Saviour’s  own  “love  of  souls,”  take  just  now  the 
direction  of  a  controversial  commentary  on  opinions  1 
But  the  harm  is  not  great.  If  here  and  there  some 
thin  discordant  note  is  heard,  it  is  soon  lost  in  the 
resounding  praises  that  arise  from  the  dwellings  and 
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.  diiirches  of  a  nation.  The  mighty  sweep  of  holy 
feeling,  impelled  by  the  hand  of  Heaven,  bears  down 
the  expostulations  of  a  fastidious  brain.  The  wind 
bloweth  where  it  listeth.  Men,  and  w’-omen,  and  young 
children,  having  in  them  the  peace  and  joy  of  God,  are 
not  to  be  much  disturbed.  Already,  their  acclamations 
ascend,  from  the  north  and  the  south,  from  the  east 
and  the  west,  from  the  city  and  the  village,  from  the 
lonely  chamber  and  the  great  congregation.  In  the 
stately  sanctuary,  you  catch  their  majestic  melodies  in 
the  ancient  “  Gloria  in  Excelsis,”  sung  with  grander 
trust.  In  unnumbered  companies  that  gather  in  plainer 
courts, — places  of  every  worldly  use  turned  to  temples 
by  sudden,  solemn,  and  glad  dedications, — you  hear 
Worthy  the  Lamb  that  was  slain!  ”  In  closets  and 
secret  chambers,  where  God  alone  listens,  he  hears  the 
broken  confession, — “  This  only  I  know,  that  whereas 
I  was  blind,  now  I  see.”  “  Nothing  shall  be  able  to 
separate  me  from  this  love  of  God,  which  passeth 
knowledge.” 

'  III.  If  now  we  return  to  the  positive  teaching  of 
the  text,  we  shall  see  that  it  contains  for  us,  for  all 
men,  three  things,  with  results. 

First,  The  presence  of  God.  On  that  fact  depends 

all  the  good,  all  the  joy,  all  the  glory  of  mankind. 

On  the  feeling  and  confession  of  it  depends  all  high 

and  strong  excellence.  Man’s  greatest  and  most 

blessed  hour  is  when  he  wakes  into  the  living  con 
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sciousness  of  this,  becomes  aware  of  his  spiritual 
relations  and  his  immortal  destiny,  knows  that  he  is 
the  child  of  that  Father,  the  object  of  that  love; 
ceases  to  live  in  himself  and  for  himself,  stretches  his 
thought  and  affection  to  the  Infinite  and  Holy  One 
that  inhabiteth  eternity,  and  then,  through  him,  to  all 
souls  of  men  having  the  same  Father,  however  weak, 
dark,  erring,  sinning.  That  is  the  one  great  good’  for 
every  human  soul.  It  is  possible  for  all ;  God  is 
always  “  near,”  never  afar.  The  “  now  ”  is  for  us ; 
the  “  while  ”  is  for  us.  These  are  human  conditions. 
The  will  is  free.  We  may  forfeit  any  thing.  For  us 
there  are  “  times  ”  and  “  seasons,”  and,  as  every  day  of 
life  in  all  its  interests  shows,  if  we  fail  then  we  may 
fail  utterly.  But  in  his  own  unchanging  compassion, 
the  Holy  Spirit  always  “may  be  found.”  To  the 
prophet  God  had  not  been  manifest,  outwardly,  in  the 
Christ.  Now,  in  him,  to  us,  God  has  come  nearer 
yet ;  may  be  more  readily  found.  “  Come  unto  me.” 
“  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come.” 

Secondly,  there  is,  for  men,  a  possible  absence  from 
God ;  not  of  God  from  men,  but  of  men  from  God. 

So  our  speech  feebly  and  falteringly  shapes  the  truth. 
God  may  be  near  to  us  and  we  not  near  to  him.  An 
unfelt  presence  is  no  life  nor  comfort.  It  is  a  silent 
form  near  us  in  the  dark.  Sin  is  that  distance. 
Moral  disagreement  is  a  thicker  and  higher  barrier 
than  mountains,  or  the  stellar  spaces.  To  be  indif¬ 
ferent,  where  trust  and  love  should  be,  is^  absence  ;  and 
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that,  remember,  is  no  single  deed,  it  is  a  state ;  God  is 
not  “  found  ”  in  it,  not  “  sought.” 

The  third  thing  is  an  act  of  man’s,  accepting  the 
ceaseless  act  and  offer  of  the  Spirit,  co working  with  it, 
to  bring  these  two  together ;  God’s  presence,  man’s 
practical  consciousness  of  it ;  seeking  and  finding.  It 
is  the  opening  of  the  spiritual  sense.  It  is  the  renun¬ 
ciation  of  that  proud  self-will  that  has  kept  it  shut. 
It  is  the  changing  of  the  soul’s  state.  It  is  regenera¬ 
tion.  It  is  a  new  creature.  It  is  a  different  heart. 
There  is  another  motive,^and  so  another  life.  It  is  of 
God  himself,  in  man.  Acceptance  in  the  one,  of 
grace  in  the  other.  Faith  answers  to  the  promise. 
How  swiftly  the  homeward  way  is  passed  over !  Peni¬ 
tent  affection  is  eager,  and  the  Father  is  waiting. 
There  are  conditions,  favorable  and  unfavorable. 
There  is  an  accepted  time,  a  day  of  salvation ;  a  “  finan¬ 
cial  crisis,”  if  you  please ;  which  is  sometimes  suggested 
as  the  whole  explanation  of  ten  times  ten  thousand 
better  hearts  !  Only  remember,  behind  the  “  financial 
crisis”  there  is  the  Eternal  Spirit,  working,  inviting. 
Yes,  a  “  financial  crisis,”  in  other  words,  enough  of 
the  ‘‘  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat ;  ”  an  hour  of 
thought,  a  broken  constitution,  an  opened  grave  ;  but 
how  much  better  if  it  is  the  joy  of  youth,  the  still 
persuasion  of  prosperity,  and  the  bounding  pulse  of 
grateful  health,  or  the  manly  voice  of  Christian  invitar 
tion,  “  the  goodness  that  leadeth  to  repentance !  ” 
You  may  suggest  that  people  meet  to  pray  because 
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they  have  leisure,  nothing  else  to  do.’'  But  it  is  a 
new  thing  in  the  world,  if  idleness  alone,  with  all  the 
modern  appliances  for  filling  up  vacant  hours,  in  great 
cities,  should  crowd  strong,  shrewd  men  into  plain 
rooms,  to  entreat  spiritual  blessings  on  themselves  and 
one  another,  with  every  token  of  urgent  sincerity  in  look 
and  tone.  There  is  no  shorter  way  of  explaining  that> 
I  think,  judging  it  "by  its  fruits,  than  to  say,  our  God 
is  in  it.  Manifold,  mysterious,  merciful  are  these  calls 
and  ways  of  God.  He  has  made  the  universe  wide 
enough,  and  the  human  soul  various  enough,  for  them 
all. 

The  result  will  be  twofold ;  the  two  parts  of  charac- 
ter.  Character  had  scarcely  begun  yet  to  be  formed. 
That  is  a  labor  remaining.  But  there  was  planted  the 
forming  principle.  Now,  this  organizing  and  fruitful 
force,  freely  led  of  the  Spirit,  shall  compact  its  inner 
commonwealth,  in  order  and  beauty.  The  wicked 
will  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts.” 

There  will  be  a  harmony  of  the  affections  with  the 
Divine  Spirit.  There  will  be  that  hidden  life,  ever 

nourished  by  prayer,  ever  making  prayer  more  real. 

\ 

Its  deep  peace  is  indestructible,  passing  knowledge,  not 
given  by  the  world’s  wealth,  not  taken  away  by  the 
world’s  robberies  or  reproaches.  This  is  piety.  It  is 
the  habitual  and  ever  growing  consciousness  of  dwell¬ 
ing  with  the  Father  in  Heaven.  It  is  the  power  of 
being  forgiven.  “Unto  the  Lord,  for  he  will  have 
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mercy  upon  him.”  It  is  the  wonderful  admission  to  a 
yet  more  intimate  and  personal  endearment :  “  And  to 
our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.” 

There  will  be  a  life  consecrated  to  righteousness ; 
morality;  only  a  morality  warmed,  expanded,  deep¬ 
ened,  by  the  spirit  of  Christ,  the  love  of  God.  Xot  a 
di'udging  bondage  to  the  legalist’s  commandments  ;  not 
a  frigid  compliance  with  the  litera’list’s  rule.  Every 
beneficent  and  generous  duty  will  take  its  place  of 
honor,  but  more  as  privilege  than  as  duty.  Eeligion 
will  be  the  natural  atmosphere  of  conduct,  not  because 
it  is  some  volatile  and  graceful  sentiment,  nor  the  mere 
instinct  of  Eappy  lovers  and  fond  mothers,  but  the 
grounded  principle  of  Eight,- — law  eternal  underneath 
it,  a  Personal  Maker  above  it ;  the  fruit  of  a  profound 
experience ;  the  offspring  of  law  and  love  reconciled  m 
the  Gospel ;  the  steadfast  righteousness  in  Christ,  to 
which  the  Law,  as  a  schoolmaster,  had  led.  Xo  task 
will  be  too  hea^^",  no  sacrifice  too  bitter,  no  human 
being  too  base  or  ugly  or  far  away,  for  the  zeal  of  this 
convert  and  disciple,  made  an  heir  of  Heaven,  and  the 
brother  of  the  race.  Every  slave’s  oppression,  every 
wronged  sufferer,  every  unjust  practice  in  business, 
every  impurity  in  society,  every  onesidedness  in  edu¬ 
cation,  every  falsehood  in  institutions,  will  be  his 
solemn  and  intense  concern,  for  he  follows  Him  who 
gave  his  life  for  the  least.  “  Eight  feeling,  right  think¬ 
ing,  right  acting,  right  being,”  will  all  be  his,  more 
and  more,  because  “  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in 
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Christ  J esus  hath  made  him  free  from  the  law  of  sin 
and  death.” 

Of  all  the  instances  of  awakening  religious  life, 
lately  reported  in  the  community,  none  carry  such 
power  of  impression  as  those  where  the  new  feeling  of 
obligation  to  God  has  been  attended,  from  the  very 
beginning,  with  a  new  feeling  of  duty  to  man;  where 
the  reform  of  practice  has  kept  pace  with  the  growth 
of  faith ;  or  more  even  than  this,  where  the  convert 
has  felt  that  he  could  not  go  a  step  in  religious  regen¬ 
eration  without  first  putting  himself  right,  wherever 
he  was  wrong,  with  his  neighbors.  Hear  a  parable, 
yet  a  true  story, — one  of  a  class  that  might  be  told  of 
here  all  night.  Not  fifteen  furlongs  from  Boston,  and 
not  long  ago,  a  certain  man,  who  had  repeatedly  and 
openly  avowed  himself  a  disbeliever  in  Christianity,  in 
worship,  and  in  the  very  being  of  a  God, — of  active 
powers,  large  intelligence,  and  an  average  conscience, 

• — began  to  see  the  truth  he  had  so  long  kept  covered 
up.  He  began  to  believe  himself  mistaken,  and  to 
think  that  God,  and  the  law  of  God,  and  Bevelation, 
and  the  Future  Life,  might  be  realities  after  all.  It  was 
borne  in  strongly,  irresistibly ;  he  hardly  knew  how, 
except  as  he  did  know  and  see  that  it  was  through  the 
sympathies  and  intercessions  of  some  about  him  that 
he  loved  and  trusted.  He  was  troubled  to  agony.  Such 
inward  revolutions  as  that  do  not  come  about,  without 
straining  the  sensitive  parts  of  the  soul,  breaking  up 
the  frozen  fountains  of  penitence  and  self-reproach, 


THE  PRESENT  RELIGIOUS  INTEREST. 


47 


and  shaking  the  whole  nature  with  pain.  Dealing 
quite  honestly  with  himself,  he  went  into  sohtude  and 
prayed.  He  prayed  only  this,  that  if  there  was  a 
God,  he  might  know  and  beheve  in  him.  He  prayed 
rather  into  the  wide  Heavens  than  to  a  Heavenly 
Father.  But,  after  this  first  and  single  act  tow^ards 
his  Maker,  he  said ;  “  I  know  little  yet  of  religion ; 
there  is  evidently  somethmg  here*  I  never  dreamed 
of  yet ;  but  if  I  am  going  to  pray  to  God,  I  must 
settle  my  difficulties  with  my  fellow-man ;  there  is 
my  former  partner  in  business,  whom  I  quarrelled 
with  a  year  ago,  and  whom  I  have  been  hating 
ever  since ;  the  first  thing  for  me  to  do  now  is  to  go 
and  confess  my  wTong,  and  be  at  peace  with  him.  No 
more  prayers,  till  that  is  done ;  no  falsities  left  behind ; 
no  sins  reserved ;  a  clean  beginning  or  no  religion.”  He 
went  to  his  partner  and  was  forgiven,  and  forgave.  He 
went  to  his  God,  and  was  sure  he  was  forgiven  there ; 
and  then  he  went  on,  into  a  sound,  consistent,  spiritual 
life.  Old  things  passed  away,  and  all  things  became 
new.  This  is  Christianity.  It  is  Christ’s  spirit  of 
sincerity,  courage,  truth,  faith.  We  do  not  often  see 
a  more  literal  compliance  with  the  Saviour’s  own 
direction ;  “  If  thou  bringest  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and 
there  rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath  aught  against 
thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  ^  - 
w^ay,  first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come 
and  offer  thy  giftr  Let  us  remember  the  latter  clause, 
no  less  than  the  first.  It  w^as  coming  to  the  altar,  to 
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the  prayer,  that  first  made  this  man  feel  compelled  to 
go  to  his  offended  brother.  It  was  going  there  that 
made  him  ready  to  go  back  to  worship :  here,  as  every¬ 
where,  faith  and  works  proceeding  together,  each  help¬ 
ing  the  other :  repentance  toward  God  quickening' 
the  conscience ;  conscience,  obeyed,  opening  the  tem¬ 
ple-door  of  devotion. 

God  grant  to  his  church  ever  new,  deeper,  more 
genuine  revivals  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion !  May 
he  pour  out  his*  spirit  upon  all  hesh,  in  other  Pente- 
costs,  on  every  barren  place,  every  cold  church,  every 
unprofitable  heart !  As  the  rain  cometh  down  from 
heaven,  and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth  the 
earth  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  so  may  the 
living  word  be,  that  goeth  forth  out  of  his  mouth ! 
Again,  and  again,  may  the  Son  of  Man  come  in  power 
and  great  glory !  Again,  and  again,  the  voice  of  one 
crying  in  these  wildernesses  of  passion,  and  .care,  and 
sin,  “  Pepent !  ”  Till,  in  all  of  us,  and  all  around  us, 
and  all  over  the  earth,  “  instead  of  the  thorn  shall 
come  up  the  fir  tree,  and  instead  of  the  briar,  the 
myrtle  tree,  to  be  to  the  Lord  for  an  everlasting  sign 
that  shall  not  be  cut  off !  ” 


